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Creating a file for use with the ANTICS program "SCAN":

SCAN will take frame images consisting of outlines and submit them to the Antics scanning +
hiding?? + eliding + colouring process.

To use SCAN, you will need to have your own 9-track bed-tape: the tape librarian will allocate
tapes for you, but to use SCAN you must know the number of your tape. This is done from a
MOP terminal by issuing the command GET name (*MT,PR TRACK9) and waiting for the
response (name is your chosen file-name for the tape).

SCAN does not do any animation; it will read only the frames actually present in your file;
however, it is possible to scan only 'selected' frames from your file if you wish, as explained
later.

All that is now required is that your animation program is designed to produce a filestore file
of the correct format; which is -

FIRST LINE TITLE OF FILM in first 40 cols SCENE description cols 41-71 You may use any
letter of the alphabet, any digit; but the only punctuation allowed is *,- Do not have more than
26 without an intervening space.

SECOND LINE (15 format numbers)

NFT no of last frame in file
NFST no of first frame to be scanned
NFEND no of last frame to be scanned
NFSKIP no of frames skip frame interval
NREP no of repesta for each frame
MAXD maximum density to be used in scanning
ISHAD size of shadow edge

Notes:

Each frame of the animation in your file must be numbered, and the frames must be
arranged in ascending order. However, there may be gaps. NFST is the number of the frame
(which must be present) that you wish the scanning to start with - This need not necessarily
be the first frame of the file. NFEND is the last frame you wish to have scanned. It is not
essential that there should actually be a frame of this number present - if the program
encounters a frame whose number is higher than NFEND, the program will finish. If you wish
to scan every frame, put NFSKIP = 1. If you wish to scan only every 3rd frame, put NFSKIP =
3 - etc. Put NREP=2. MAXD is the maximum number from 1 to 9. ISHAD is normally 0, 1, 2
or 3. It can be much greater, but the effect soon becomes unusual.

Examples

300 1 300 1 2 1 o
Total 300 frames, begin at no 1, do the lot; repeat 2, max density = 1, shadow = 0

300 120 200 7 2 1 o
Total 300 frames, start scanning at no 120, doing every 7th frame; stop when past frame 200

After these two preliminary lines of data, the actual frame information now follows .....


